
Introduction to Hosea 

I. Hosea is a Person 

 

A. Date      750- 715 B.C   

B. Place   Israel     

C. Prophet       

 

Hosea is a contemporary of Isaiah, the first of the shorter or minor prophets.    

Hosea means Salvation and shares the same root  

Hosea prophesied during the reign of more kings than any other OT prophet.   

He was a career prophet.  He might have served for 30-50 years.   

He is also called a writing prophet.  Some prophets are called oral prophets 

because they did not write their prophecies or at least they were not preserved.   

He is called one of the Latter Prophets because of his place in the cannon (cannon 

refers to books considered part of a group of books that are inspired).   

 

The prophet comes from the word nab’i – authorized spokesman.   This is someone 

who received revelation from God and announces or proclaims the specific 

message to people.   

What about the world in which Hosea lived? 

“The eighth century before Christ was the darkest period of Israel’s history.  There 

was anarchy and misrule.  Kings made their way to the throne by murdering their 

predecessors and then were murdered in their turn.  Shallum slew Zachariah (II 

Kings 15:10), Menahem slew Shallum (II Kings 15:14), Pekah slew Pekahiah the 

son of Menahem (II Kings 15:25), Hoshea slew Pekah (II Kings 15:30).   

The whole kingdom of Israel was a military despotism.  Baasha, Zimri, Omri, 

Jehu, Menahem, Pekah all held military office before becoming king.  Each 

usurper made alliances with foreign nations, thereby increasing idolatry.  False 

religions were encouraged by the corrupt rival worship set up by Jeroboam  I [I 

Kings 12 where he made calves of gold so the northern tribes would not go to 

Jerusalem to worship but stay in the north], Israel’s first king after the ten tribes 

had split from Judah.  Everywhere was deceit, sexual immorality, murder, robber y, 

mugging, bribery and corruption. The idolatrous priests were part of this.”  

http://brianwilliams.org.uk/books/hosea/ch0.html 

 

Uzziah 792-740 Jotham,  Ahaz  Hezekiah 716-687 

Jeroboam 793-753 

Uzziah  formed a massive standing army and spread the influence of Judah beyond 

its borders (II Chr 26:1-15) 

http://brianwilliams.org.uk/books/hosea/ch0.html


Jotham founded a number of small towns (II Chr 27:1-9) 

Hezekiah – spiritual reformation (II Chr 29:1-31:21) 

In northern Kingdom, Jeroboam II expanded the territorial holdings of Israel.   

 

Yet 

Uzziah angrily usurped the priestly function (II Chr 26:16-21) 

High places of worship continued (II Kings 15:4). 

Jotham – continuation of non-Yahwistic practices (II Kings 15:35; II Chr. 27:2) 

Ahaz – worship of Baal (II Ch 28:2-4) 

The tide was already swinging against pure worship and for the worship of the 

Baals. 

 

 

II. Hosea is a Book 

A. Hosea is a minor Prophet 

B. Hosea is one book in the Latter Prophets 

 

C. Hosea is a Minor Prophet 

A minor prophet does not refer to the book’s importance but to its length.  In Latin 

minor means  shorter.  Hosea is the first book in the Book of the Twelve.  This 14 

chapter book Anderson and Freedman writes “competes with Job for the distinction 

of containing more unintelligible passages than any other book of the Hebrew 

Bible.” 

Dillard and Longman, although people often know Hosea 1-3, “the remaining 

chapters (4-14) are among the most difficult in the entire Bible.”   

 

The Order of the 12 

There might have been two groupings initially and then brought the two together to 

form 12 shorter prophets. 

MASORETIC  (Heb)   SEPTUAGINT (Grk)  Vulgate (Latin) 

1. Hosea   1. Hoses   1. Hosea 

2. Joel   2. Amos   2. Joel 

3. Amos   3. Micah   3. Amos 

4. Obadiah  4. Joel    4. Obadiah 

5. Jonah   5. Obadiah   5. Jonah 

6. Micah   6. Jonah   6. Micah 

7. Nahum  7. Nahum   7. Nahum 

8. Habakkuk  8. Habakkuk   8. Habakkuk 



9. Zephaniah  9. Zephaniah   9. Zephaniah 

10. Haggai  10. Haggai   10. Haggai 

11. Zechariah  11. Zechariah   11. Zechariah 

12. Malachi   12. Malachi   12. Malachi 

The Book of the Twelve 
 Isaiah (sixty-six chapters), Jeremiah (fifty-two chapters), and Ezekiel (forty-eight 

chapters).  Yet all the Minor Prophet’s books are much shorter.  Below is the way the 

Hebrew Bible is arranged which is somewhat different than the way we order and arrange 

the Old Testament books: 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrew Bible 

Law (Torah) Prophets (Nevi’im) The Writings (Kethuvim) 

Genesis  A. Former Prophets A. Poetic 

Exodus       1. Joshua       1. Psalms 

Leviticus       2. Judges       2. Job  

Numbers        3. Samuel      3. Proverbs  

Deuteronomy      4. Kings   B. Five Rolls 

   B. Latter Prophets       1. Ruth 

        1. Isaiah        2. Song of Songs 

        2. Jeremiah       3. Ecclesiastes  

        3. Ezekiel       4. Lamentations 

        4. The Twelve       5. Esther 

       C. Historical 

            1. Daniel 

            2. Ezra-Nehemiah 

            3. Chronicles  

  

III. Hosea is a Message  

A. Themes of Hosea 

B. Times of Hosea 

C. Christ in Hosea 

 

A. Themes of Hosea 

 

Live in Harlotry (whoredom) 19 times 

Israel 44 times 



Ephraim 37 times 

Judah 15 times 

Love 15 times 

Jehovah 57 times 

Know his will 19 times 

 

B. Times of Hosea 

 Read I Kings 14-17 and II Chr 26-29 
     This was the condition of the people among whom Hosea prophesied for a lifetime, yet they 

were oblivious of their moral, spiritual and political decay. They sought alliances with Assyria, 

and Hosea warned them that Assyria would destroy them. There would be no reprieve. Not one 

of Israel’s kings would risk his throne by calling the people to give up their idolatry. The 

kingdom lasted 216 years, then Israel was taken into captivity. 

 Israel was at the height of its prosperity when Hosea was prophesying.  He 

began during Jeroboam II reign (793-753 BC).  Hosea marries a prostitute a few 

years before Tiglath-Pileser III (745-728 BC) challenged Israel’s complacency.  
 

To Whom did Hosea prophesy to? 

Hosea directed his message to Israel, the northern part of the land of Israel as 

distinct from Judah.  “Orthodox Yahwism had become a small minority religion in 

Israel by Hosea’s time. . .” Stuart.  Judah was “Canaan’s Bible-belt.” Ibid.   

 

We may ask, “Is his message positive or negative?”  But that is like asking a 

doctor, “Are you one of those doctors who gives good or bad news to his patients?  

He may respond, “I give them the test results.  My “news” as you refer to it, it 

totally dependent upon their health.  And one’s present health may as a result of 

decades or poor or wise decision.” 

Messages of woe tend to be for the immediate future.  Messages of weal are for 

much later. 

 

Dt. 4:20-31 gives us 5 stages in the history of the Jewish people. 

 

1. Exodus –wilderness (Hos 2:16-17)  

2. Covenant with its blessings and curses 

3. Period of blessings, until the covenant is abrogated due to Israel’s 

unfaithfulness 

4. Period of the curses.  Israel undergoes death, disease, destruction, and 

deportation.  Hosea announces its onset. 

5. Period of eschatological blessing.  After destruction and exile – and only 

after exile – Israel will be restored to Yahweh and be blessed.  See the seven 



promise sections of the book: 2:1-3; 2:16-25; 3:5; 6:1-3; 10:12; 11:8-111; 

14:1-8. 

 

Hosea saw the nation of Israel reach out to Assyria and Egypt (7:11) for security 

and help.  While this may seem appropriate for a nation to seek allies or friends, in 

the theocracy of Israel, the nation was called to seek God for security and help.   

 

D & L see Hosea’s time as a “period of expansion and growth”   Amos 3-6 tells us 

that the prosperity led to godlessness in the case of Israel. 

 

Here is what we don’t know about Hosea: did he speak first and then write the 

book or vice versa?   Israel’s longest dynasty – the Jehu dynasty – ended with 

Zechariah’s death in 752.  His assassination was followed by king after king who 

were assassinated and usurped.   

 

 

 

Christ in Hosea 

 

Hos 1:10  Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, 

which cannot be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to 

them, "You are not my people," it shall be said to them, "Children of the living 

God." 

 

2:23  23 and I will sow her for myself in the land. And I will have mercy on No 

Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, 'You are my people'; and he shall say, 

'You are my God.'" 

 

6:2  After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we 

may live before him. 

 

6:6  For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than 

burnt offerings. 

 

Hos 10:8 The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed. Thorn and 

thistle shall grow up on their altars, and they shall say to the mountains, "Cover 

us," and to the hills, "Fall on us." 



 

Hos 11:1  When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 

12:8 Ephraim has said, "Ah, but I am rich; I have found wealth for myself; in all 

my  

Rom 9:25 As indeed he says in Hosea, "Those who were not my people I will call 

'my people,' and her who was not beloved I will call 'beloved.'" 

 

I Pt. 2:10 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you 

had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

 I Cor 15:4  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 

 

Mt. 9:13 13 Go and learn what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For I 

came not to call the righteous, but sinners." 

 

Mt. 12:7 And if you had known what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,' 

you would not have condemned the guiltless. 

 

Luke 23:30  Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us,' and to the 

hills, 'Cover us.' 

 

Rev 6:16  calling to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face 

of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 

Mt. 2:15  15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what 

the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt I called my son." 

 

Rev 3:17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing 

that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. labors they cannot find in 

me iniquity or sin." 

Hos 13:14 Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them 

from Death? O Death, where are your plagues? O Sheol, where is your sting? 

Compassion is hidden from my eyes. 



Hos 14:2 Take with you words and return to the LORD; say to him, "Take away all 

iniquity; accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips. 

I Cor 15:55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" 

 

Heb 13:15 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 

God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 

 
 


